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Mencapai deklarasi pemimpin

Oleh MOHAMAD HAFIZ
YUSOFF BAKRI

hafizyusoff@mediamulia com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Deklarasi Pem-
impin dijangka mampu dicapai ta-
hun ini sebagai jaminan pemimpin
ekonomi Kerjasama Ekonomi Asia
Pasifik (APEC) 2020 akan memberi-
kan yang terbaik kepada rakyat.
Menteri Kanan (Perdagangan
Antarabangsa dan Industri), Datuk
Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali berkata,
perbincangan dalam kalangan ahli
masih berjalan dan menyifatkan-
nya mempunyai kemajuan sangat
positif berhubung deklarasi yang
dicapai kali terakhir pada 2018.
“Sudah dua tahun sejak tera-
khir kita mengeluarkan Deklarasi
Pemimpin yang merangkumi
konsensus. Ini adalah pernyat-
aan konsensus yang mengambil

e
NS

APEC 2020
MALAYSIA

kira pandangan dan kemampuan
pelaksanaan semua ekonomi.

“Kami jangka pelaksanaan
langkah boleh diambil tindakan
dengan lancar,” katanya dalam
ucapan yang disampaikan secara
maya selepas mempengerusikan
Mesyuarat Menteri-Menteri APEC
di sini semalam.

Dalam pada itu, Azmin berka-

Ini adalah pernyataan
konsensus yang
mengambil kira
pandangandan
kemampuan
pelaksanaan semua
ekonomi.”

MOHAMED AZMIN ALI

ta, visi APEC seharusnya meli-
hat kepada perlu penyelesaian
mampan dan jangka panjang
menangani cabaran Covid-19
dan kemungkinan luar jangka
lain pada masa depan.

“lajuga memberi prospek yang
baik dengan wacana mengenai
kerangka ekonomi global baharu
yang melihat kemajuan ekonomi
bukan hanya dari segi keluaran
dalam negara kasar (KDNK) atau
perangkaan semata-mata.

“Sebaliknya perlu menimbang
aspek manusia seperti kesejahter-
aan dan kehidupan standard
sebagai penanda pertumbuhan
ekonomi,” jelasnya.

Malaysia turut menggesa
deklarasi memudah cara per-
gerakan barangan keperluan
dalam APEC.

Menerusi deklarasi itu untuk
memastikan barangan keper-
luan dapat bergerak merentas
sempadan tanpa tertakluk kepada
langkah perdagangan yang tidak
adil selain mempercepatkan pe-
mulihan ekonomi di rantau APEC.
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Keluar parti: Amanah

sahkan, ADUN Meru nafi

Oleh SITIROHAIZAH ZAINAL
rohaizah zainal@mediamulia com my

SHAH ALAM: Di sebalik penge-
sahan Parti Amanah Negara
(Amanah) negeri berhubung
Mohd.  Fakhrulrazi ~ Mohd.
Mokhtar keluar parti, Ahli De-
wan Undangan Negeri (ADUN)
Meru itu pula menafikan perka-
ra tersebut.

Mohd. Fakhrulrazi berkata,
beliau tidak menerima sebarang
surat berkenaan pemecatan
atau penggantungannya dari-
pada Amanah pusat mahupun
negeri.

Justeru, beliau enggan me-
layan sebarang desas-desus
yang mengatakan dirinya kini
telah meninggalkan Amanah
untuk menyertai PKR.

“Saya tidak pernah mengelu-
arkan sebarang kenyataan ber-

MOHD. FAKHRULRAZI

kenaan keluar parti dan semua
ini hanya ditulis di media sosial.
Saya tidak akan komen apa-apa
dan melayan sebarang berita
terutama melalui media sosial.
“Kebiasaannya sesebuah par-

ti akan memutuskan sebarang
keputusan menerusi lembaga
disiplin pusat sama ada ahlinya
dipecat atau digantung. Namun,
sehingga kini tiada sesiapa yang
menghubungi saya berkenaan
perkara tersebut.

“Malah, secara peribadi surat
daripada Amanah negeri men-
gatakan saya keluar parti pun
tidak disampaikan kepada saya.
Oleh demikian, sebarang kepu-
tusan bukan daripada saya dan
tiada sebarang kenyataan,” ka-
tanya ketika dihubungi Utusan
Malaysia semalam.

Terdahulu, Amanah Sela-
ngor menerusi kenyataan
Setiausahanya, Kamarul

Hisham Yeop Hashim menge-
sahkan ADUN Meru berkenaan
meninggalkan parti itu untuk
menyertai PKR.

Kamarul Hisham berkata, tin-

dakan itu menyebabkan semua
jawatan parti yang disandang
beliau terbatal serta-merta.

“Amanah Selangor mengu-
capkan terima kasih atas sum-
bangan

Mohd. Fakhrulrazi selama
ini,” katanya dalam kenyataan
dimuat naik di Facebook.

Untuk rekod, Mohd. Fakhrul-
razi memenangi kerusi Meru
dengan majoriti 9,608 undi me-
newaskan pesaingnya, Khairul
Anuar Saimun dari Barisan Na-
sional, Noor Najhan Mohamad
Salleh (Pas), Manikavasagam
(PRM) dan Alex Shee Chee Weng
(Bebas).

Selain ADUN Meru vyang
didakwa keluar parti, dua lagi
individu iaitu ADUN Morib,
Hasnul Baharuddin dan ADUN
Hulu Kelang, Saari Sungib turut
didakwa menyertai PKR.
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RCEP kerjasama ekonomi moden, komprehensif

KUALA LUMPUR: Perjanjian
Perkongsian Ekonomi Kompre-
hensif Serantau (RCEP) meru-
pakan perjanjian yang mem-
bentuk blok dagang melibatkan
14 negara dengan nilai kira-kira
RM100 trilion.

la  akan  memperdalam
hubungan ekonomi negara-
negara ASEAN dengan China,
Jepun, Korea Selatan dan New

Zealand.

Ini menjadikan RCEP sebuah
pakatan perdagangan yang mer-
angkumi kira-kira 30 peratus
Keluaran Dalam Negara Kasar
(KDNK) dunia dan 30 peratus
populasinya.

Perjanjian itu meletakkan ob-
jektif untuk membangunkan se-
buah kerjasama ekonomi yang
moden, komprehensif, berkual-

iti tinggi dan memberi manfaat
saksama yang akan membantu
perluasan perdagangan dan
pelaburan serantau serta meny-
umbang kepada pertumbuhan
ekonomi dunia.

la mengandungi 20 bab yang
memperincikan setiap perun-
tukan dan kesannya kepada ne-
gara-negara anggota, termasuk
dalam isu perdagangan baran-

gan, perdagangan perkhidma-
tan, pelaburan, harta intelek
dan persaingan.

RCEP ditandatangani 15 ne-
gara yang terlibat secara maya
15 November lalu pada peng-
hujung Sidang Kemuncak ASE-
AN.

Menteri Perdagangan Anta-
rabangsa dan Industri, Datuk
Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali yakin

RCEP mampu mengekalkan
Malaysia sebagai hub perda-
gangan dan destinasi pelaburan
pilihan.

Kata beliau, RCEP juga ber-
potensi menjadi alat pemuli-
han ekonomi yang terkesan
akibat pandemik Covid-19 serta
menggalakkan, membantu dan
melindungi iklim pelaburan ne-
gara-negara anggotanya.
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Oleh Norzamira ® ®
1Sarimg
am@hmetro.com.my ,
Klang

eramai 3,550 individu
Syang tinggal di asrama

pekerja Top Glove di
Meru di sini, akan disaring
Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah
(PKD) Klang susulan pelak-
sanaan Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan  Diperketatkan
(PKPD) di asrama itu mulai
semalam hingga 30 Novem-
ber ini.

Jawatankuasa Pengurusan
Bencana Daerah Klang da-
lam satu kenyataan memak-
lumkan, pelaksanaan PKPD
di asrama itu membabitkan
dua sektor iaitu Sektor A dan
Sektor B.

Tapisan babit pekerja Top Glove tinggal di hostel

Sektor A membabitkan
asrama pekerja wanita
Top Glove dan kawasan
perumahan sekitarnya
yang meliputi Jalan
Abadi 5 dan Jalan Abadi
1a Off Jalan Teratai”

Kenyataan Pengurusan
Bencana Daerah Klang

“Sektor A membabitkan
asrama pekerja wanita Top
Glove dan kawasan peruma-
han sekitarnya yang meliputi
Jalan Abadi 5 dan Jalan Abadi
1a Off Jalan Teratai.

“Sektor B pula membabit-
kan asrama lelaki dan ka-
wasan perumahan sekitar-
nya yang meliputi Jalan Aba-
di 1A/KU8 dan Jalan Sesen-
duk 21 Off Jalan Teratai,” ka-
tanya.

Menurut kenyataan itu,
keluasan kompaun parame-
ter sektor A dan Sektor B

vang terbabit 6.3 hektar.
Menurutnya, pelaksanaan
PKPD di kedua-dua sektor
berkenaan membabitkan ti-
ga syif dengan kekuatan 200
kakitangan daripada pelba-
gai agensi berkaitan.
“Agensi yang terbabit ada-
lah Pejabat Daerah/Tanah
Klang, Polis Diraja Malaysia
(PDRM), Angkatan Tentera
Malaysia (ATM), Jabatan Ke-
sihatan Daerah, Jabatan
Bomba dan Penyelamat Ma-
laysia (JBPM) Selangor dan
lain-lain,” katanya.
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MESYUARAT Abac berlangsung secara maya. semalam

MAJLIS PENASIHAT PERNIAGAAN KERJASAMA EKONOMI A

KOMITMEN APEC

Oleh Sri Ayu
Kartika Amri
kartika@hmetro.com.my

Kuala Lumpur

ajlis Penasihat Per-
niagaan Kerjasama
Ekonomi Asia Pasi-

fik (Abac) percaya kerjasa-
ma antarabangsa memba-
bitkan anggota Apec mam-
pu menangani krisis kesi-
hatan dan ekonomi yang di-
hadapi sekarang.

Pengerusi Abac, Datuk
Rohana Tan Sri Mahmood
berkata, pemimpin pernia-
gaan di Asia Pasifik men-
desak pemimpin Apec un-
tuk bekerjasama bagi me-
ngatasi pandemik Covid-19
dan menerapkan visi ku-

kuh.

Katanya, ia juga memer-
lukan komitmen kolektif
anggota Apec untuk men-
jalin kerjasama antarabang-
sa dan berfungsi sebagai ke-
rangka dalam pemulihan
dan pertumbuhan ekonomi
yang berterusan di rantau
ini.

“Cabaran ini menuntut
kerjasama dan koordinasi
supaya kita semua akan
menjadi lebih kuat ketika
bertindak bersama.

“Abac juga meminta supa-
ya mengadakan Kawasan
Perdagangan Bebas di Asia
Pasifik.

“Kami menginginkan wi-
layah yang secara bersama
menanggapi cabaran yang
ada serta menghargai hu-

Abac juga meminta
supaya mengadakan

Kawasan Perdagangan
Bebas di Asia Pasifik”

Rohana

bungan antara semua ter-
masuk perdagangan, pela-
buran bebas dan terbuka
serta ekonomi digital yang
dinamik.

“Anggota Apec perlu me-
nyedari pentingnya inovasi,
hubungan dan keperluan
untuk mengembangkan in-
frastruktur  digital yang
mantap bersama persekita-

ran pengawalseliaan yang
memungkinkan ia mendo-
rong pertumbuhan ekonomi
berterusan dan inklusif," ka-
tanya pada sidang media se-
lepas mesyuarat Abac di si-
ni, semalam.

Rohana berkata, untuk
jangka panjang, Abac turut
memberi tumpuan kepada
tiga bidang utama iaitu
membabitkan integrasi eko-
nomi, inovasi (digitalisasi)
dan kelestarian.

Menurutnya, pandemik
Covid-19 memberi impak
besar dan menyukarkan se-
mua pihak untuk mencapai
matlamat disasarkan.

“Namun, dalam mengata-
si isu ini kita perlu memberi
penekanan terhadap peru-
sahaan kecil, wanita, komu-

IA PASIFIK

TANGANI DUA KRISIS

niti Orang Asli, belia dan
kumpulan lain yang kurang
bernasib baik.

“Kita juga perlu bersatu
untuk membina komuniti
ekonomi Asia Pasifik yang
mampan,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Menteri
Kanan yang juga Menteri
Perdagangan Antarabangsa
dan Industri (Miti), Datuk
Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali
berkata, sektor swasta di-
minta memainkan peranan
lebih aktif dan efektif ke
arah pemulihan ekonomi di
seluruh rantau pasca-Co-
vid-19.

Katanya, kerjasama sama
semua pihak menjadi sema-
kin penting bagi mencapai
pertumbuhan ekonomi
yang disasarkan Abac.
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Kuala Lumpur

erjasama Ekonomi
K, sia Pasifik (Apec)
tahun ini akan

memberi fokus khusus
untuk meningkatkan
peranan perdagangan dan
pelaburan rantau ini
sepanjang proses
pemulihan ekonomi
pasca Covid-19.

Menteri Kanan yang juga
Menteri Perdagangan
Antarabangsa dan Industri
(MITI) Datuk Seri
Mohamed Azmin Ali
berkata, komitmen itu bagi
merealisasikan pelaburan
serta perdagangan bebas
dan terbuka untuk
menunjukkan tekad negara
dalam nilai Apec.

Katanya, ia menggariskan
kehendak dan keyakinan
Asia Pasifik untuk terus
menentang dasar
perlindungan dalam apa jua
bentuk.

“Rantau ini juga aka
mengukuhkan sokongan
terhadap sistem
perdagangan pelbagai hala
serta pada masa sama terus
mendokong agenda
pembangunan Pertubuhan
Perdagangan Dunia (WTO).

“Tahun ini, kami juga
mengutamakan
penambahbaikan
perdagangan dan
pelaburan, dengan
menterjemahkan unsur
berkenaan kepada
pembangunan ekonomi
yang inklusif, sekali gus
membawa faedah yang
nyata dan lebih besar
terhadap kesejahteraan
rakyat di rantau ini.

“Justeru, kami telah
menekankan kepentingan
kemakmuran bersama
untuk memastikan
penyertaan ekonomi secara
lebih berkesan
membabitkan setiap
peringkat masyarakat.

“Tahun ini juga
menyaksikan kami
menghidupkan semula
usaha ke arah pemulihan
dan pertumbuhan ekonomi
serta mendekatkan Apec
kepada masyarakat,”
katanya dalam ucapan
perasmian Mesyuarat
Menteri Kerjasama

L e R
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UCAPAN pembukaan Mesyuarat Menteri Kerjasama Fkonomi Asia Pasifik (AMM) diadakan secara maya julung kalinya, semalam.

Fokus tingkat
pelaburan serantau

Kerjasama Apec menggariskan kehendak dan keyakinan
menentang dasar perlindungan dalam apa jua bentuk

Tahun ini, kami juga
mengutamakan
penambahbaikan
perdagangan dan
pelaburan, dengan
menterjemahkan unsur
berkenaan kepada
pembangunan ekonomi
yang inklusif”

Mohamed Azmin

Ekonomi Asia Pasifik
(AMM) secara maya julung
kalinya, di sini, semalam
Dalam ucaptama itu juga,
Azmin yang merangkap
Pengerusi AMM melahirkan

rasa penghormatan besar
apabila Malaysia
memimpin usaha
merealisasi dokumen
penting ini, yang akan
mewujudkan warga Asia
Pasifik yang terbuka,
dinamik dan berdaya tahan
dengan berpaksikan
masyarakat yang berkongsi
kemakmuran

“Saya juga terharu
dengan sokongan dan
kerjasama padu diberi
semua sektor ekonomi
terhadap Malaysia dalam
menterjemah wawasan ini.

“Kita kekal menunjangi,
mengutamakan dan
meningkatkan pelbagai
inisiatif Apec, di sebalik
pelbagai cabaran dihadapi
kesan pandemik Covid-19.

“la menjadi satu

perjalanan yang agak
berliku, namun kita bangga
dengan hakikat yang kita
hL'”d.\ a mencapai k(‘l“-l]lhln
dalam pelbagai bidang
berkepentingan bersama,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata, aspek
paling besar dan amat
signifikan tentunya
penyempurnaan tugas dan
peranan bersama dalam
mencipta langkah pasca
Wawasan 2020.

Menurutnya, dokumen
berkaitan dirangka atas
kejayaan Matlamat Bogor
dan akan mencorak strategi
dan hala tuju jangka
panjang untuk rantau ini
bertahun-tahun,
sekurang-kurangnya dalam
tempoh dua dekad lagi.

“Kami bertukar
pandangan dan berkongsi
maklumat mengenai tindak
balas dasar dan langkah
intervensi bertujuan
membuka semula aktiviti
ekonomi membolehkan
pekerja bekerja semula dan
membenarkan rakyat
merentas sempadan
dengan memperkenalkan
gelembung perjalanan yang
mengambil kira
kebimbangan mengenai
kesihatan, keselamatan dan
kesejahteraan semua.

“Gelembung perjalanan
ini langkah penting kerana

boleh memberi nafas
semula kepada masa depan
sektor pengembaraan dan
pelancongan.

“la juga menjadi pusat
untuk menghidupkan
semula pergerakan penting
dalam kalangan Apec.

“Kami menyatakan
sokongan dalam kerjasama
ekonomi dan teknikal
terutamanya perusahaan
mikro, kecil dan sederhana

(MSME) wanita dan
golongan terkesan.

“Kami sedar akan
keperluan untuk terus
meningkatkan keupayaan
dan bantuan teknikal
kepada mereka yang paling
an dengan pandemik
katanya.

Ditubuhkan pada 1989,
Apec adalah forum
ekonomi serantau yang
memanfaatkan
kebergantungan antara
Asia - Pasifik dengan 21
anggotanya bertujuan
untuk mewujudkan
kesejahteraan yang lebih
besar bagi rakyat rantau ini.

la mempromosikan
pertumbuhan y
seimbang, inklusif, lestari,
inovatif dan selamat serta
mempercepat penyatuan
ekonomi serantau.

Anggota Apec terdiri
daripada Australia, Brunei,
Kanada, Chile, China, Hong
Kong, China, Indonesia,
Jepun, Korea Selatan,

M Mexico, New

nd, Papua
Guinea, Peru, Filipina,

Rusia, Singapura, Taiwan,
Thailand dan Amerika
Syarikat.

Tahun ini, Malaysia
menjadi tuan rumah Apec,
kali kedua penganjuran
Malaysia selepas 1998. 3
Tahun ini Malaysia melakar
sejarah sebagai ekonomi
pertama yang
menganjurkan Apec secara
maya sepenuhnya

Pada 20 November,
Sidang Kemuncak
Pemimpin-Pemimpin Apec
AELM) akan berlangsung
dan bakal mengumpulkan
21 Pemimpin ekonomi Apec
secara maya. AELM akan
dipengerusikan Perdana
Menteri Malaysia YAB Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin.
Sekretariat Kebangsaan
Apec 2020 pula adalah
Kementerian Perdagangan
Antarabangsa & Industri.
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Seramai 3,550 pekerja Top Glove
akan jalani saringan Covid-19

KLANG - Seramai 3,550 pe-
kerja Top Glove akan menja-
lani saringan Covid- 19 selaras
penguatkuasaan Perintah Ka-
walan Pergerakan Diperketat-
kan (PKPD) di asrama peker-
ja syarikat sarung tangan itu
di sini semalam.

Ketua Polis Daerah Klang
Utara, Asisten Komisioner
Nurulhuda Mohd Salleh ber-
kata, saringan dijangka dila-
kukan Pejabat Kesihatan Da-
erah Klang hari ini selepas
proses bancian dijalankan
semalam.

“Kebanyakan pekerja
tersebut terdiri daripada
pekerja warga Nepal dan
Bangladesh.

“Turut terlibat dalam sa-
ringan itu dianggarkan 1,200

penduduk yang tinggal di ke-

dua-dua sektor tersebut, na-
mun, jumlah sebenar masih
dalam bancian,” katanya pada
sidang akhbar di PKPD ber-
kenaan di sini semalam.

Nurulhuda berkata, PKPD
ini dibahagikan kepada dua
sektor iaitu sektor A melibat-
kan 39,000 meter persegi dan
sektor B seluas 41,000 meter
persegi.

“Jumlah keseluruhan ka-

wasan ialah 80,000 meter per-
segi atau 6.3 hektar,” katanya.

Beliau berkata, seramai
200 kakitangan daripada pel-
bagai agensi terlibat dalam
pelaksanaan PKPD di kedua-
dua sektor terbabit.

“Kakitangan tersebut ter-
diri daripada Polis Diraja Ma-
laysia, Angkatan Tentera Ma-
laysia, Jabatan Kesihatan
Daerah, Angkatan Pertahanan
Awam, Majlis Perbandaran
Klang, Pejabat Daerah dan
Tanah Klang, Bomba dan Ja-
batan Kebajikan Masyarakat,”
katanya.

Nurulhuda memaklumkan
operasi kilang sarung tangan
berkenaan akan beroperasi
seperti biasa.

“PKPD ini hanya melibat-
kan pekerja yang tinggal di
asrama dalam dua sektor ter-
sebut,” katanya.

Kelmarin, kerajaan meng-
umumkan pelaksanaan PKPD
di asrama pekerja syarikat sa-
rung tangan berkenaan bermu-
la tengah malam kelmarin.

Pelaksanaan PKPD di ka-
wasan itu terpaksa dibuat se-
lepas Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia mengesan 215 kes
positif Covid-19.

FOTO: BERNAMA

Anggota tent kan | lan susulan PKPD di Jalan Abadi 1A Meru,

Klang yang bermula semalam.
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“** KETUA PENGARANG SINAR HARIAN MENINGGAL DUNIA

rArwah yang saya kenali sejak beliau bertugas
sebagai Pengarang Kosmo! merupakan
seorang individu yang mudah didekati dan
terkenal dengan sikapnya yang komited
terhadap profesion sebagai pengamal media.”
- Perdana Menteri, Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin

rAllahyarham merupakan
seorang yang mulia
peribadinya dan amat
profesional serta
berkepimpinan tinggi.”
- Bekas Perdana Menteri dan
Ahli Parlimen Pekan, Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak

|/

rTakziah kepada keluarga dan warga
Kumpulan Karangkraf diketuai Datuk
Hussamuddin Yaacub di atas pulangnya ke
rahmatullah Ketua Pengarang Sinar Harian,
Datuk Baharom Mahusin.” - Ahli Parlimen
Pandan, Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail

l--'l ‘akziah kepada keluarga dan
semoga roh Allahyarham
ditempatkan bersama mereka
yang beriman dan beramal soleh.™
- Ketua Pembangkang dan Ahli
Parlimen Port Dickson, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim

Semoga roh
Allahyarham
ditempatkan dalam
kalangan golongan yang
soleh, dicucuri rahmat
ALLAH SWT serta
dikurniakan husnul
khatimah.” - Menteri

r Saya banyak terhutang
budi kepada Allahyarham
yang sering bantu
memastikan liputan
program dan kenyataan

saya di Sinar Harian.” Kanan Perdagangan
- Menteri Luar, Datuk Antarabangsa dan
Seri Hishammuddin Tun Industri, Datuk Seri
Hussein Mohamed Azmin Ali

Arwah seorang yang baik dan seorang yang
sentiasa membantu. Saya sendiri merupakan
sahabat Allahyarham ketika di Utusan
(Melayu) dulu. Arwah banyak bantu karier
politik saya, buat artikel dan sebagainya. Saya
juga rasa amat kehilangan dan tentunya warga
Sinar Harian dan Utusan juga lebih merasa
kehilangan.” - Menteri Kanan Keselamatan,
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob

r;vh’nerinm perkhabaran sedih
kembalinya Ketua Pengarang
Sinar Harian, Datuk Baharom
Mahusin ke rahmatullah.
Semoga Allahyarham
ditempatkan bersama para
solihin.” - Naib Presiden Parti
Amanah Negara (Amanah),
Datuk Seri Dr Mujahid Yusof

chrsanm kita doakan semoga ALLAH
SWT mencucuri rahmat ke atas rohnya
dan dikumpulkan bersama hamba-Nya
yang beriman dan beramal soleh serta
dikurniakan sebaik-baik ganjaran syurga.”
- Menteri Besar Perak, Datuk Seri Ahmad
Faizal Azumu

r5¢’|)1()g;) amalan baik
Allahyarham diterima ALLAH
SWT dan rohnya ditempatkan
bersama orang yang beriman
dan beramal soleh.” - Menteri
Pembangunan Wanita, Keluarga
dan Masyarakat, Datuk Seri Rina
Harun Pemergian Allahyarham bukan sahaja satu
kehilangan besar kepada warga Sinar Harian,
bahkan kepada dunia kewartawanan tanah
air.” - Pengerusi Ikatan Komuniti Selamat, Tan
Sri Lee Lam Thye
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SELAYANG - Perintah
reman ke atas seorang
wanita berhubung kes
pencemaran bau bahan
pelarut di Sungai Sela-
ngor disambung sehari lagi manaka-
la tiga yang lain dilanjutkan selama
enam hari bermula hari ini.

Wanita berkenaan ditahan reman
sejak 11 November lalu.

Majistret Nur Hafizah Rajuni me-
ngeluarkan perintah tersebut selepas
membenarkan permohonan pihak
polis terhadap kesemua suspek ber-
usia 28 hingga 66 tahun itu.

KES PENCEMARAN
BAU DI SUNGAI
SELANGOR

Perintah reman empat suspek dilanjutkan

Wanita berkenaan yang
dipercayai pengarah syarikat
pembinaan jalan raya direman
sehingga Khamis sementara
seorang lagi pengarah dan
dua pekerjanya, yang mana salah seorang
adalah warga Bangladesh direman se-
hingga Isnin depan.

Mereka direman bagi membantu sia-
satan kes mengikut Seksyen 430 Kanun
Keseksaan kerana melakukan khianat
dengan mendatangkan bencana terhadap
perjalanan tali air sehingga menyebab-
Kan susut bekalan air kepada manusia
dan haiwan.

Seksyen itu memperuntukkan hu-
kuman penjara tidak kurang daripada
lima tahun dan maksimum 30 tahun
dengan denda atau kedua-duanya. jika
sabit kesalahan.

Terdahulu, dalam satu kenyataan,
Ketua Jabatan Siasatan Jenayah Sela-
ngor. Datuk Fadzil Ahmat berkata, ke-
semua suspek ditahan di sekitar Lembah
Klang pada tengah matam, 10 November
lalu.

Katanya, penahanan empat individu
it dibuat untuk membantu siasatan ber-
hubung kes pencemaran bau air mentah
di Sungai Sclangor.

la susulan kenyataan oleh pihak
Pengurusan Air Selangor Berhad (Air
Selangor) pada 10 November lalu
yang memaklumkan, berlaku gang-
guan bekalan air tidak berjadual aki-
bat penutupan empat Loji Rawatan
Air (LRA). ekoran pencemaran di
muka sauk LRA Rantau Panjang di-
kesan pada tahap 8 ton manakala
LRA Sungai Sclangor bagi Fasa 1,2
dan 3 adalah 4 ton.

Menurutnya. empat LRA dihen-
tikan tugas berikutan pencemaran bau
bahan pelarut yang dikesan di Sungai
Selangor.
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Pacu pemulihan ekonomi

APEC pasca 2020
perlu penyelesaian

mampan tangani
cabaran Covid-19

KUALA LUMPUR

isi Kerjasama Eko-
nomi Asia Pasifik
(APEC) pasca 2020
perlu  mengandungi

penyelesaian mampan dan
jangka panjang untuk mena-
ngani cabaran yang dibawa
oleh pandemik Covid-19 dan
kemungkinan luar jangka lain
pada masa depan yang boleh
menjejaskan rantau ini di ska-
la global.

Berkongsi beberapa wawas-
an selepas mesyuarat menteri-
menteri APEC yang dijalankan
secara maya semalam, Menteri
Kanan merangkap Menteri Per-
dagangan Antarabangsa dan
Industri, Datuk Seri Mohamed
Azmin Ali berkata ekonomi-
ekonomi ahli telah membin-

cangkan mengenai aspirasi
APEC bagi hari ini dan masa
depan.

“Meskipun ia mengambil
pertimbangan cabaran global
ketika ini, ia juga merupakan
dokumen yang progresif dan
hebat yang akan memacu pe-
mulihan ekonomi, merangsang
pertumbuhan di rantau ini dan
membawakan kemakmuran un-
tuk dikongsi bersama dalam
kalangan penduduk Asia Pasi-
fik,” katanya semasa sidang
akhbar yang diadakan secara
maya semalam selepas bera-
khirnya mesyuarat tersebut.

Mohamed Azmin, yang
mempengerusikan mesyuarat
itu berkata, ia juga memberi
prospek yang baik dengan wa-
cana kerangka ekonomi global
baharu yang melihat kemajuan
ekonomi bukan hanya dari segi
keluaran dalam negara kasar
atau perangkaan semata-mata,
tetapi menimbang aspek-aspek
manusia yang perlu seperti ke-
sejahteraan dan kehidupan stan-
dard sebagai penanda pertum-
buhan ekonomi.

Azmin

FOTO: BERNAMA

maya semalam pada

APEC 2020

“Perbincangan dalam ka-
langan ahli ekonomi mengenai
visi APEC baharu sedang ber-
langsung, dan saya perlu kata-
kan bahawa saya mendapat se-
mangat dengan kemajuan
perbincangan yang sangat po-
sitif,” katanya.

Mengulas mengenai dekla-
rasi pemimpin yang kali tera-
khir dikeluarkan semasa APEC

2018, beliau berkata perbin-
cangan dalam kalangan ahli
ekonomi mengenai deklarasi
pemimpin masih sedang berja-
lan dan beliau gembira dengan
kemajuan yang sangat positif.
“Deklarasi Pemimpin ada-
lah pernyataan konsensus yang
mengambil kira pandangan dan
kemampuan pelaksanaan semua
ekonomi, justeru, kami men-

jangka pelaksanaan langkah
yang boleh diambil tindakan
dalam deklarasi dapat dilaksa-
nakan dengan lancar.

- “Seperti yang anda ketahui,
sudah dua tahun sejak terakhir
kita mengeluarkan Deklarasi
Pemimpin yang merangkumi
konsensus kita. Pada pandangan
saya, ini akan mendorong kita
untuk mencapai kata sepakat
dan mengeluarkan Deklarasi
Pemimpin pada tahun ini,” ka-
tanya, sambil menambah Dek-
larasi Pemimpin akan berikan
Jjaminan bahawa pemimpin eko-
nomi APEC akan memberikan
yang terbaik kepada rakyat.

“Ini adalah janji pemimpin
kita untuk meningkatkan usaha
ke arah mencapai pertimbuhan
ekonomi yang inklusif dan
mampan terutamanya pada
masa ini dalam menangani im-
pak sosio-ekonomi yang telah
memberi kesan kepada kehi-
dupan dan kesejahteraan rakyat.

*“la akan gariskan keazaman
pemimpin dalam memastikan
manfaat jangka panjang kepada
rakyat,” katanya.- Bernama
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alak Tinggi businesses
ear brunt of lockdown

Traders lament poor sales due to restrictions at nearby Medan 88

Battling*"’

Covid-19. <

By GRACE CHEN
gracechen@thestar.com.my

FROM the way she walked and
gripped her cellphone, one could
tell that Nur Elisha Ezuwa Md
Yusuf was anxious.

The 19-year-old was in line for a
swab test as the pet centre where
she worked was located in Medan
88, a commercial area in Bandar
Baru Salak Tinggi, Sepang. The
area has been put under enhanced
movement control order (MCO) by
the Sepang district health office fol-
lowing a record high number of
Covid-19 cases.

As of Nov 12, 43 residents have
tested positive while 286 are still
awaiting results.

Standing in line with Nur Elisha
was Madhavan Kally, 59, a bank
security guard, an office cleaner
who declined to be named and a
retail consultant who only wanted
to be known as Hana.

They were all at work a day
before the barbed wire came up on
Nov 12.

But the ice broke while Nur
Elisha was speaking to reporters.

Alight-hearted exchange
between Nur Elisha and a public
relations officer from the Sepang
District Disaster Management
Committee as well as a policeman
on duty on how she should stand
under a shade to keep away from
the sun, broke the tense atmos-
phere hanging over the commer-
cial area.

Overnight, Medan 88 which sees
an average daily visitor count of
1,000, had turned into a ghost town
as businesses shuttered and
residents were ordered to stay
indoors.

‘The only signs of life were
people peeking nervously from
rented premises above the
shophouses and a few others
making trips to the grocery stores
and laundrettes.

There is another week to go
before the lockdown ends, so resi-
dents will have to postpone plans
for any outings until the order is
lifted.

Meanwhile, time is aplenty and
id say they will be dil

to things they have put off due to
work commitments.

Nur Elisha, who is undergoing
self-quarantine at home in Taman
An;ﬁ;erik. intends to spend time
with her family and learn how to
cook traditional dishes.

“I have always wanted to make
kuih cara. 1 also intend to spend
more time sketching as I like art,”
said the teenager.

Hana, who is also undergoing
home quarantine, will continue to
work from home.

Resident Fatimah Mohd Piah, 51,
a cook in one of the restaurants in
Medan 88, said she would be tak-
ing time off to rest in her rented
room in one of the shophouses.

“I never had the chance to do so
before. I have no solid plans as to
what I intend to do yet with my

Medan 88 has turned into a ghost town as busi are and
indoors. — MOHD SAHAR MISNI/The Star

N
Arffain is doing maintenance work
around the house and has plans to
sell tapai pulut online to overcome
losses in his hotel business.

Hana says she will continue to
work from home during the
lockdown.

spare time but once the lockdown
is lifted, I will head back to work,”
she said.

Business owners are, of course,
feeling the pinch. Overheard rant-
ing about his losses over the phone
with Sepang Municipal councillor
Dr Teo Lian Seng was Arffain
Mohamed who runs a 48-room
hotel in the area.

“I had two guests in my hotel.

“The announcement was made a
day before the enhanced MCO
came into effect and they checked
out. They had checked in only six
hours before,” he sighed.

Wearing a pink wristband, the
father of 13 was also under home
quarantine and unhappy over
being confined.

But after two days, the retired
warrant officer has come to terms
that he has to stay home.

“I intend to follow the news

An office cleaner (left) and bank security guard awaiting their turn to be
screened for Covid-19 in Medan 88, Bandar Baru Salak Tinggi in Sepang.

online and do some maintenance
work around the house,” said
Arffain.

“Ialso have to think of how I am
going to cover my business losses
thus far.

“So, I have started an idea book
to list down the possibilities. One of
them is to sell tapai pulut online,”
he said.

While a majority of the Medan
88 shops are closed due to
enhanced MCO, business is contin-
uing as usual in the rest of Bandar
Baru Salak Tinggi.

Just across the street along Jalan
ST1/2 on a vacant piece of land in
front of Tabika Kemas Sri Siantan,
fried rice and noodles seller Nazri
Mat Napis and a few other hawker
stalls selling fried chicken,
bananas, keropok lekor and apam
balik continue to operate.

“Since the lockdown, our busi-
ness has dropped by 95%. What
people should know is only Medan
88 is cordoned off. Not the whole
of Salak Tinggi,” Nazri stressed.

As proof, a walkabout showed
residents living in the surrounding
areas still frequenting the Skate
Plaza beside the cordoned-off com-
mercial centre and residents at
nearby housing areas heading out
for evening bicycle rides.

Pointing out that the enhanced
MCO could have been prevented
altogether if residents had taken
precautions to observe physical
distancing and stricter hygiene
after the first case was detected on
Oct 4, Nazri said he and fellow
hawkers noticed residents with
pink tags going about as usual.

“Some of them hide their tags
under long sleeves, some just cut
them off,” he said.

According to a media brief
provided by the Sepang district
health office, a total of 40 positive
cases were found at three
shophouse units in Jalan ST1C/4
and Jalan ST1C/9 after the first case
was detected.

The enhanced MCO at Medan 88
is expected to be lifted on Nov 25.
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WASTE COLLECTION

> Klang Municipal Council’s free
bulk waste collection is on
Monday and Wednesday from
9am to noon, while collection of
reusable items for recycling takes
place on Friday. For details, call at
012-632 2284 (Baizurin) or
03-3372 6781 / 3372 4820
(Environmental Services
Department).

> Subang Jaya City Council offers
bulk waste removal services for
old or damaged furniture and
electrical appliances for landed
properties. Fees range from
RM30 to RM150, depending on
the load. For details, call 03-8026
7433/4363/7431/3182
(Environmental Services
Department).
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Kuala Langat and Sepang in
Selangor will experience sched-
uled water supply disruption from
9pm on Nov 24 until 5.30pm on
Nov 25. A total of 27 areas in
both regions will experience the
water cut to facilitate work to
replace the valve at the distribu-
tion pipes at the intersection of
Jalan Indah 1, Jalan B48 Pekan
Sepang Lama, Sepang. For details,
call 15300 or visit www.airselan-
gor.com
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publc compaints.
‘CHAN TAK KONG/The Sta¢

Klang Municipal Council has a busy time towing away
abandoned cars from the streets. It has removed over 900

such vehicles and more are pending as investigations are
being carried out. >3
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian com-
panies as well as local and foreign
business chambers are looking for-
ward to expanding the global mar-
ket and creating a more resilient
supply chain with the signing of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP)

They state that the signing of the
biggest Free Trade Agreement in
the world by Asean members and
Asean Plus One members on Nov 15
will also improve market access as
well as ease the barriers to foreign
direct investment (FDI) between
RCEP countries.

The RCEP agreement was signed
by trade ministers of 15 participat-
ing countries on the sidelines of the
37th Asean Summit, hosted virtual-
ly by Vietnam.

Malaysia was represented by
International Trade and Industry
Minister Datuk Seri Azmin Ali

Participating countries include
the 10 member countries of the
Association of South-East Asian
Nations (Asean), as well as China,
Japan, South Korea, Australia and
New Zealand.

Asean secretary-general Datuk
Lim Jock Hoi hailed the signing of
the RCEP agreement as a historic
event.

“RCEP underpins Asean’s role in
leading a multilateral trade agree-
ment of this magnitude, despite
global and regional challenges and
eight years of negotiations,.

“It will give a much-needed boost
for a swift and robust recovery for
businesses and peoples in our
region particularly during the cur-
rent Covid-19 pandemic crisis,” said
Lim.

Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers (FMM) president
Tan Sri Soh Thian Lai said the RCEP
will greatly contribute to the coun-
try’s post-pandemic recovery by
creating resilient supply chains.

“FMM is a strong advocate of the
RCEP agreement. We have always
maintained that RCEP will contrib-
ute significantly to Malaysian com-
panies to improve market access,
participate in new value chains,
increase economic activities, and

Pact can lead to greater market access

Business chambers look forward to increased economic activities

RCEP will contribute significantly
to Malaysian companies to improve
market access and participate in
new value chains, said Soh.

strengthen
across Asia

“Although Malaysia has imple-
mented regional FTAs with China,
South Korea, Japan, Australia and
New Zealand through Asean, RCEP
will see the integration of the Asean
Plus One FTAs into a single and
more cohesive trade and invest-
ment architecture in the region.

“Therefore, the signing of RCEP
agreement on Nov 15 is very timely
for Malaysian businesses.

“We expect that under the RCEP,
the existing Asean Plus One FTAs
will be streamlined and greater
market access commitments will be
made while gaps in the existing
agreements will be reduced to cre-
ate a highly competitive economic
area,” he said.

Soh said that for Malaysian com-
panies, beyond the lowering of
trade barriers, RCEP is expected to
attract foreign companies keen on
entering an integrated Asean mar-
ket.

supply chain links

“This agreement will enhance
transparency in trade and invest-
ment. The trade pact will also facili-
tate technical cooperation with
advanced industrialised countries
like Japan, South Korea, New
Zealand and Australia which will
assist Malaysian small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in developing
better and more competitive prod-
ucts to enable their greater inclu-
sion in global and regional supply
chains.

“With the unprecedented chal-
lenges posed by Covid-19, it is
imperative to stabilise manufactur-
ing production while sustaining
and diversifying supply chain con-
nectivity within the region.

“FMM believes the RCEP will
greatly contribute to the country’s
post-pandemic recovery by creating
resilient supply chains,” he said.

Soh urged Asean members to
ensure ratification by all its signato-
ries by early 2021 so that RCEP is
able to come into force at the earli-
est date to benefit businesses in this
time of need.

The Malaysian Japanese
Chambers of Commerce (Jactim)
said that RCEP is a wide-area eco-
nomic partnership agreement that
accounts for about 30% of the
world’s GDP, total trade and popula-
tion, and about 50% of Japan’s total
trade.

Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga and his Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry

Hiroshi Kajiyama attended the vir-
tual Asean Summit on Sunday to
sign the RCEP agreement.

“Jactim recognises that Malaysia's
position in RCEP is very important
and hopes that this will further pro-
mote trade and investment between
Japan and Malaysia.

“We are confident that the
Malaysian leadership in endorsing
RCEP will further streamline the

supply chain among RCEP mem-
bers, especially by improving mar-
ket access and lessening the barri-
ers to FDIs.

“We hope that rules for intellectu-
al property and electronic comi-
merce will be established with vari-
ous countries with different devel-
opment stages and systems,” Jactim
said in a statement.

American Malaysian Chamber of
Commerce (Amcham) - Malaysian
American Electronics Industry
(MAEI committee chairman Datuk
Seri Wong Siew Hai said that such
an FTA provides the platform for a
level playing field for both develop-
ing and developed superpower
economies.

“The RCEP is comprehensive, of
high quality and mutually benefi-
cial to its member countries. The
combined RCEP population is about
30% of the global population and it
represents 30% of global trade.

“With RCEP, it will open Malaysia’s
electrical and electronic industry to
greater market access, especially
the huge market of China.

“It will reduce barriers to trade,
cost and time, and the regional sup-
ply chain will continue to improve.

“With the expected continued
growth of the RCEP economies over
the next few decades, Malaysia and
all RCEP countries stand to prosper
together towards a developed
nation status,” said Wong

Asean Business Advisory Council
Malaysia (Asean-BAC) chairman
Tan Sri Munir Majid said it was
pure perseverance on the part of
Asean members which has finally
resulted in such an FTA which
would have far-fetching positive
effects on a global economy rav-
aged by the pandemic.

“The signing of the RCEP is an
auspicious event, even if it took a
long eight years to get to this point.

“Perseverance in negotiation has

brought 15 nations together, consti-
tuting one-third of world output
which would be a formidable force
for free trade and a rules-based
international economic order.

“RCEP is an Asean initiative. On
this one, well done Asean!" said
Munir. s

China Chamber of Commerce to
the European Union (CCCEU) also
applauded the economic coopera-
tion between superpowers and
developing economies.

“The conclusion of this agree-
ment offers an uplifting example of
international economic coopera-
tion, which has been affected by
protectionism and unilateralism,
and it has also injected confidence
to boost global economic recovery
hit by the recession,” said CCCEU
chairwoman Zhou Lihong.

The United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), in its special issue of
Investment  Trends Monitor
released late Sunday, said RCEP is a
positive push for global FDIs.

“RCEP is already an important
foreign direct investment (FDI) des-
tination. It accounts for 16% of glob-
al FDI stock and more than 24% of
flows.

“While global FDI has been stag-
nant for the last decade, the RCEP
group has shown a consistent
upward trend until last year,” stat-
ed UNCTAD.

Axi chief global market strategist
Stephen Innes said such an FTA will
be favourable to the ringgit.

“The signing of the RCEP will be
favourable for the ringgit as is the
general tailwind from the Covid-19
vaccine which would reduce the
chances for some of the markets
more downside extreme scenarios.

“The greenback should also
weaken a touch broadly under this
scenario which should boost the
ringgit,” said Innes.
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ON behalf of the Government of

Malaysia, I signed the historic
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) agreement toge-
ther with 14 other RCEP participat
ing countries (RPCs)

Being an integral part of the
week-long 37th Asean Summit, led
by Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyid
din Yassin, the signing of the RCEP
agreement represents the high
point of the summit which was con
vened virtually in its entirety.

Witnessing this momentous occa-
sion, the prime minister said that
the signing signifies to the world
that Asean, with its five Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) partners, places
utmost priority on regional eco
nomic integration that facilitates
cross-border trade, investments
and the easing of non-tariff meas-
ures.

The signing is the culmination of
eight years of arduous and protract
ed negotiations involving 31 rounds
of negotiations, eight ministerial
meetings and four summits,

Undoubtedly, it represents a sig
nificant and imperative milestone
in the integration and revitalisation
of economies of the 15 parties.

Further, this will also be a testa-
ment to the strengthening of the
multilateral trading system as well
as upholding the development
agenda in the WTO

Being the largest FTA in the
world, covering 15 countries with
2.2 billion people or nearly a third
(29.7%) of the world’s population,
RCEP represents US$24.8bil or
almost a third (28.9%) of the world’s
GDP based on World Bank's 2018
data.

RCEP puts us on par
with super economies

MINISTRY OF
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY

With different economic develop-
ment levels of all parties, RCEP will
contribute to sustaining Malaysia as
a preferred trading hub and invest-
ment destination

To Malaysian businesses, it will
mean tariff elimination and reduc-
tion for merchandise goods, includ-
ing the facilitation of export and
import of goods among the RCEP
countries.

Service providers including
e-commerce will be able to enjoy
greater market access in terms of
cross-border supply and establish-
ing commercial presence in the
RCEP markets.

In addition, RCEP will promote,
facilitate and protect the invest-
ment climate of participating coun-
tries within the region. This also
includes information exchange and
promotion of transparency meas-
ures to facilitate business and

investment within the RCEP area.

Realising that SMEs play a pivotal
role to the backbone of every econ-
omies, RCEP could provide a level
playing field between developed
and least developed countries.

There is a specific chapter on
SMEs providing provisions for
information exchange and promo-
tion of transparency measures to
facilitate business and investment
within the region, including provid-
ing economic and technical cooper:
ation especially to SMEs.

RCEP can be an economic recov:
ery tool against Covid-19 which will
help to ensure opening of markets
as well as uninterrupted supply
chain.

The RCEP amalgamates and
streamlines the existing Asean Plus
One FTAs involving Japan, South
Korea, China, Australia and New
Zealand into an inclusive and com

MALAYSIA

/N 37™ ASEAN SUMMIT
| *‘\ND RéLATED SUMMIT

Azmin showing the RCEP agreement document during the signing
ceremony witnessed by Muhyiddin on Nov 15. - fotoBERNAMA

prehensive agreement that will
enhance inter and intra-regional
trade and investment, strengthen
regional value chains, as well as
facilitate transparency, informa-

tion sharing and harmonisation of

technical regulations and stand-
ards
RCEP reflects our strong commit-

ment for international trade, con-
nectivity, rules-based multilateral
trading system and enhancing free
flow of trade and investment.

Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali,
Senior Minister

Minister of International Trade and
Industry
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RESIDENTS at Gasing Indah flats in Bukit
Gasing, Petaling Jaya, received five-litre bot-
tles of drinking water through an initiative
by Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd.

The contribution was made to help those
affected by the water supply disruption last
week.

Air Selangor distributed a total of 3,024
bottles to affected residents in Selangor.

All four water treatment plants — Sungai
Selangor Phase 1, 2, 3 and Rantau Panjang
— had resumed operations with water sup-
ply fully restored by Nov 13.

Its chief executive officer Suhaimi
Kamaralzaman said the water treatment
plants were allowed to resume operations
after recording zero TON (threshold odour
number) three times in a row.

{

‘ Suhaimi (third
from right)
giving out
bottled water
at Gasing Indah
flats in Petaling
| Jaya. Heis
| accompanied
by Rajiv
e (second from

—— o right).

Residents receive drinking water

Bukit Gasing assemblyman Rajiv
Rishyakaran who was present, said
those found to have caused the pollution
by dumping effluent into the Indah
Water Konsortium manhole should be
punished.

“They caused millions of people in
Selangor to suffer water cuts, which hap-
pens way too often.

“There should be enforcement by the
authorities every week, not one week after
the pollution was detected,” he added.

The unscheduled water cut affected more
than one million households in 1,279 areas
spread across Kuala Lumpur, Petaling,
Klang, Shah Alam, Kuala Selangor, Hulu
Selangor, Gombak and Kuala Langat
districts. — By AIDA AHMAD
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SAFEGUARDING THE ENVIRONMENT FOR THE FUTURE

Gamuda Parks aims to preserve the well-being of the land in its townships

»
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Sustainability doesn't stop at
landscaping or merely greening
the sites, said Khariza

The Gamuda Parks initiative will
be able to create a more pleasant,
liveable environment for the
community, said Chung.

Gamuda Parks aims to create a space where township residents and nature can co-exist harmoniously in the same habitat
Actual photo: Paya Indah Discovery Wetlands

“Recognition is growing that sus-  Collaborative conservation  the Paya Indah Discovery

developers in Malaysia, Gamuda tainability doesn't stop at landscap- Wetlands.

Land has been actively doing its ing or merely greening our sites,” As a responsible corporate citi- “Along with Perhilitan and the

part to create a better environment  said Gamuda Parks chief operating  zen, Gamuda Land’s business oper-  Selangor state government,

for its community. officer Khariza Abd Khalid ations adopts sustainable practices, Gamuda Land undertakes the
Gamuda Parks was introduced “Other environmental factors whereby stringent targets are set refurbishment, upgrading and

as part of Gamuda Land's ongoing such as access to clean water, eco for Gamuda Parks’ initiatives enhancement of the facilities,

and long-time commitment system degradation, climate which go beyond government poli-  amenities and activities while

towards sustainable landscaping change, social and economic sus- cies and local authorities’ bylaws. retaining its rustic appeal in the

since its first township d tainability of our community, and “From our initial group of key beautiful wetlands,” she said.

ment, Kota Kemuning, years leading a sustainable business advisors and consultants, we have

ago. The Gamuda Parks Biodiver: that practises good governance progressed to discussions with the 2 2 2

sity Policy guides sustainable prac- are all part and parcel of sustaina-  Energy and Natural Resources Arboretum in the p‘peplme

tices in all Gamuda Land develop- bility.” Ministry, Department of Wildlife As for Gamuda Parks’ future

ments. With a mission for a better envi-  and National Parks Peninsular plans, one exciting programme that
The team behind the self-driven ronment in the future, Gamuda Malaysia (Perhilitan) and local gov-  many can look forward to in 2021

pioneering initiative has brought in  Parks hopes to create a space ernments within our business is the development of an arbore-

AS one of the top leading property

non-government organisations and  where residents and nature can
flora and fauna experts to improve  co-exist and live harmoniously in
the designs and maintenance of the  the s
“For instance, we have trans-
formed an abandoned monocul-
ture rubber plantation to a biodi
verse parkland in Gamuda
Institute Malaysia (FRIM) and Alam  Gardens.

“To rehabilitate the site, we
worked with what nature provided  biodiversity audit in PIDW which

artfully created waterfalls and

parks in all of Gamuda Land's
townships

These include strategic collabo-
rations with the Forest Research

Sekitar Malaysia (ASMA).
With three core areas of focus
green innovation, sustainable

operation areas to collaborate on tum to regenerate flora and fauna
areas where we can mutually ben-  species with conservation value,
efit the people as well as the envi- address the issue of climate change
ronment,” said Khariza. and increase carbon storage value.
“For example, with the location The arboretum will include a
of the Paya Indah Discovery horticulture nursery for the propa
Wetlands situated next to Gamuda gation of green stock and creating
Cove, we sought approval from the  a circular economy from the
relevant departments to conduct a organic waste for the sustainable
use of green resources.

resulted in the discovery of many Under the green innovation

development, and sustainable com-  cascading lakes following the natu-  rare wetlands and bird species that  aspect, Gamuda Land also aims to

munity - the Gamuda Parks team
has incorporated the findings into

versity enrichment and ensure
there is a minimum 70% of native
species in all of its developments.

Gamuda Land
holds monthly
workshops to
instill
environmental
sensitivity in
the next
generation.

ral contours of the hilly terrain,
“We also carefully selected
its design process to promote biodi-  native plant species to attract rich- have led Gamuda Land to be select-
er biodiversity, hoping to leave the  ed for a smart partnership with the  posting yard will also be intro-
land in better shape than when we  Energy and Natural Resources
received it,” said Khariza.

are unique to this environment.
“Discussions pursuant to this

implement circular waste manage-
ment in its townships.
In line with this target, a com-

duced in every Gamuda Land
township so that 100% of garden
waste generated will be used for
composting and fertilising.

Bins for different types of recy-
clable wastes will be provided to
encourage every household to
practise recycling.

As the younger generations will
be the custodians of the land in the
future, the GParks Ranger pro-
gramme was introduced for chil-
dren aged six to 12 years, with a
plan to recruit 10,000 GParks
Rangers. Monthly workshops are
conducted to instill environmental
sensitivity in the young ones.

This has paved the way for a
planned nature school in Gamuda
Gardens, which will serve as a
global environmental education
centre within the township in
Selangor.

Ministry as the main operator of

On the right track

“In my opinion, Gamuda Parks is
heading in the right direction.

The Gamuda Parks team has
done an excellent job in terms of
sustainable development, said
Fletcher.

“They are developing the town
ships together with the land and
asking for advice on areas that
need to be protected, and what
they can do to make it better,” said
FRIM flora biodiversity head Dr
Richard Chung.

“Gamuda Gardens in Rawang
and Gamuda Cove in Kuala Langat
are two good examples of this
Gamuda Parks initiative,” he said.

Ecologist Dr Christine Fletcher
said: “In the past two years, the
Gamuda Parks team has done an
excellent job in terms of sustaina-
ble development.

“With Gamuda Land's commit-
ment in striking a balance between
nature and development, it shows
that they are thinking ahead of
time.

“As we are losing our natural
environment and biodiversity, it is
great that Gamuda Land is taking a
step back to review its practices
and is willing to make changes to
ensure that their activities mini-
mise or don’t cause additional
adverse impact on our already
fragile environment.

“We need to do more because
our planet and future generations
depend on this,” she said.

For more information on Gamuda
Parks, visit https:/gamudaland.com.
my/gamudaparks/.
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> Behind the times

In this era of information
technology, Pengurusan Air
Selangor is behind the times in
terms of billing its consumers.
The meter reader does not print
the bill after reading it, unlike
Tenaga Nasional. Instead, the bill
Is prepared in the office and then
posted to the consumer in a
prepaid envelope, which arrives
about three weeks' later, by
which time the next reading is
due. This inefficiency not only
causes much inconvenience to
consumers but is also a waste of
human and financial resources. -
KS Woon, Kepong
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Remanc

SELAYANG: Police have obtained an ex-
tension of the remand against four sus-
pects linked to the odour pollution in-
cident in Sungai Selangor.

Magistrate Nur Hafizah Rajuni allowed
an additional day’s detention of a 40-year-
old woman who is a director of a roadworks
construction company and a six-day ex-
tension against the other three suspects.

The extension of the remand against the
woman will see her being held until to-
morrow.

The other three suspects are a 43-year-
old man who is also a director of the com-
pany, and a pair of foreign workers from
Bangladesh, aged 42 and 33, who are the

extended for pollution suspects

company'’s employees.

The extension of remand for the trio
starts tomorrow until Nov 23.

The four were previously remanded for
seven days from last Wednesday to facil-
itate a probe into the odour pollution at the
raw water source in Sungai Selangor which
led to the closure of the Rantau Panjang
water treatment plant.

They are being investigated under Sec-
tion 430 of the Penal Code.

Under the section, an offence of mis-
chief by causing a diminution in the sup-
ply of water may result in a jail term of
between five and 30 years or a fine, or both,
upon conviction.
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Woman in
pollution case
remanded
another day

KUALA LUMPUR: The remand order
for a woman held for investigation
into the odour pollution incident in
Sungai Selangor has been extended
another day until tomorrow.

Magistrate Nur Hafizah Rajuni
also allowed the police application to
detain three other male suspects for
six more days until Nov 23.

On Nov 11, the four, including two
directors of a road construction
company, aged between 33 and 43,
were remanded for seven days in
connection with the incident.

The two company directors are
the 40-year-old woman and a 43-
year-old man, while the other two
included a Bangladeshi national.

They are being held for
investigation in accordance with
Section 430 of the Penal Code for
allegedly committing mischief by
causing a diminution in the supply of
water for agricultural purposes, or for
food or drink for human beings or for
animals. The section carries a jail
term of between five and 30 years or a
fine, or both.

Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd
had announced that the water
treatment plants in Rantau Panjang
and Sungai Selangor Phases 1, 2 and 3
had ceased operations on Nov 10,
causing an unscheduled water
disruption for 1,139,008 consumer
accounts in 1,279 areas in the Klang
Valley. - Bernama
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APEC leaders ease border trade restrictions

The agreed-upon rules

are set by the WTO for a
transparent and predictable
trade environment to drive
economic recovery

by ALIFAH ZAINUDDIN

ASIA-PACIFIC leaders have
agreed to ease restrictions on the
movement of essential goods and
services, as well as to facilitate the
movement of people, without
undermining efforts to prevent the
spread of Covid-19.

A joint statement issued by 21
countries of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC)
following their virtual meeting on
Monday underlined their commit-
ment to agreed-upon rules set by
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) for a transparent and
predictable trade environment to
drive economic recovery.

“We reiterate that any emergency
trade measures designed to address
Covid-19 should be targeted, pro-
portionate, transparent, temporary,
do not create unnecessary trade
barriers and are consistent with

. WTO rules,” the statement read.

“We affirm the importance of
agreed-upon rules in the WTO,
which enhance market predictabi-

Bemama

Azmin chairing the APEC
Malaysia

y day of the APEC 2020

meeting. Malaysia has begun to work on the Leaders’ Declaration, says Azmin

lity, enable business’ confidence
and allow trade to flow.”

The leaders also agreed to fur-
ther advance economic integration
in the region through the Free
Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific plan,
which they said will contribute to
high-quality and comprehensive
regional undertakings.

Senior Minister (Economy Clus-
ter) Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin
Ali who is chair of this year’s APEC

Ministerial Meeting said all leaders
had sought to remove “unfair trade
measures” and expedite economic
recovery by creating a more condu-
cive environment for trade and
investment flows.

“We are committed to working
together to facilitate the movement
of essential goods and services
across borders and, without
undermining efforts to prevent the
spread of the virus, explore ways to

facilitate the essential movement of
people across borders,” he said.

At the virtual meeting, Azmin
stressed the need for member
economies to continue to resist
protectionism and strengthen
support for a rules-based multi-
lateral trading system.

The APEC region experienced
its first-ever economic growth con-
traction in 30 years, with GDP fal-
ling by 3.7% in the first six months
of 2020. This followed a surge in
unemployment rates among APEC
economies, with over 74 million
people currently seeking work.

Azmin said member economies
had exchanged views on policy
responses and intervention mea-
sures to reopen economic activities
and allow people to move across
borders through the introduction
of travel bubbles.

“The travel bubbles that are
emerging within the region are a
crucial development as these could
redefine the future of travel and
tourism. These bubbles are also
central to revitalising the essential
movement of people within APEC,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Azmin said Malaysia
has begun to work on the Leaders’
Declaration, a critical document that
has remained elusive over the past
two years as leaders could not reach

aconsensus.

In 2018, leaders were not able to
agree on the Leaders’ Declaration
due to deep divisions between the
US and China. In 2019, the domestic
situation in Chile forced the cancel-
lation of the APEC Economic Lea-
ders’ Meeting (AELM).

“It has, therefore, become even
more critical for Malaysia to assert
regional leadership and work
towards delivering the Leaders’
Declaration this year. Deliberations
among economists on the declara-
tion are still ongoing, and I am
encouraged with the positive pro-
gress of the discussion.

“Malaysia as a host for APEC
2020 will work collaboratively with
all APEC economies, including
the US and China, to arrive at
middle-ground solutions on diffi-
cult areas that will be amendable to
all,” Azmin said.

Malaysia will convene the AELM
on Nov 20 virtually — the first in
APEC history. The meeting will be
chaired by Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin and will be
participated by all 21 APEC eco-
nomic leaders.

The AELM is expected to launch
the region’s Post-2020 Vision, the
key policy document that is set to
replace the Bogor Goals, which
reach maturity at year-end.
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Ng Suee Lim and kind people sent warmth, thousand of pig hands are
given to Chinese residents
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Tajuk Berita : | MBPJ starts on the 20th, online application for CNY market
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Akhbar

China Press

Tajuk Berita

MPKJ and 50 people from various units went to Kolej Vokasional Kajang
for disinfection
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Akhbar

China Press

Tajuk Berita

Restaurant assistant took the meal to the other side and was fined for re-
entering without scanning
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Akhbar : | Nanyang Siang Pau

Tajuk Berita : | No added security, residents allowed to loiter; Klang residents worry that
2 clusters will go out of control
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Akhbar : | Nanyang Siang Pau
Tajuk Berita : | Selangor government will not change liquor guidelines
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Akhbar : | Nanyang Siang Pau
Tajuk Berita : | Kumpulan Perangsang Selangor Berhad denies privitisation
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Akhbar : | Makkal Osai
Tajuk Berita : | llegal factories closed
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Akhbar : | Tamil Malar
Tajuk Berita : | High tide on November: Warning to public civilians
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